
Taking Care of Your Pets and Animals
in Emergencies

Some things you can do in preparation:

•  Identify local hazards – floods, earthquake tsunami, fire and how they could 
affect you and your pets & animals.

• Have in store enough food, water and supplies for your animals for at least 
three days, preferably more.  Remember that animals often drink more water 
than usual when under stress. 

• Make sure you microchip your pets. Register them with the New Zealand 
Companion Animal Register (NZCAR). Keep these details up to date and 
include details for an out-of-region contact. 

• Review your pet insurance policy to see if it covers emergencies.

• Keep up-to-date copies/backups of necessary documents and records.

• Arrange with someone who can check on your animals if you are not at home 
when an emergency strikes and let them know where your emergency supplies 
are. 

• Make  a list of contact of details for your veterinary clinic,  kennels, catteries, 
pet friendly motels, equestrian centres.... 

In case you  need to evacuate:
• Have a pet getaway emergency kit packed – and check it regularly 
• Have a way to transport your pets safely e.g. leash, cage, crate...
• Have a plan for where you will go
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Your animals are your responsibility and you need to 
include them in your emergency planning and preparation.   
You need to be as prepared to take care of your pets & 
other animals as you are of your family.   

Rarangi may be cut off, in which case you will need to have 
enough pet and animal supplies to last 3-7 days.  You may 
need to evacuate and if you do you will need or want to take
your pets and supplies with you.  If it's not safe for you, it's 
not safe for them.  The better prepared you are to take care 
of your pets the easier it will be. 



To include in a pet getaway pack

• Drinking water
• Food 
• Medication 
• First Aid kit
• Cage/carrier
• Leads, harness, muzzle
• Bedding, 
• Comfort toys
• Litter

A pet first aid kit should include

• Elastic bandages
• Vet wrap
• Vet clinic details
• Towel
• Tape
• Wound spray/ointment

Or you can purchase a pre-made kit from your
vet clinic or pet supply shop.

The Ministry for Primary Industries has a wealth of information on it’s website on 
preparing a plan for your pets, life-style block animals, horses and livestock. 

www.mpi.govt.nz/animals/animal-welfare/animal-welfare-emergency-management/
preparing-animals-for-emergencies/

Notes

More information on preparing for emergencies is available from: 

www.getready.govt.nz and www.marlborough.govt.nz

If you are unable to access on-line information speak to your neighbours, family or someone 
in your community.    For Rarangi community contacts see your latest RDRA Newsletter.
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